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those who died in the accident were an engi-
neer and miner who selflessly rushed into the 
mine in the midst of the disaster in an effort 
to rescue others. 

More than 100 years later, Alan Cote and 
Stephen Carkhuff perfectly encapsulate this 
spirit of impulsive heroism. After hearing the 
late-night crash, Cohen and Carkhuff raced to-
ward the already burning vehicle without con-
cern for their own safety and assisted in re-
moving both unconscious passengers from the 
car. Their quick response helped ensure the 
safety of both passengers, both of whom sur-
vived. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, I want to 
thank and congratulate these selfless and cou-
rageous men. Let their courage and heroism 
serve as an example for us all. 

f 

HONORING THE TRAVIS KITCHEN 
VFW POST 778 OF MILFORD, CON-
NECTICUT ON THE CELEBRATION 
OF THEIR 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Ms. DeLAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to the Travis Kitchen 
Veterans of Foreign War Post 778 in Milford, 
Connecticut as they mark their 75th Anniver-
sary. As we mark this extraordinary milestone, 
I am honored to have this opportunity to ex-
tend my deepest thanks to the leadership and 
members of VFW Post 778 who work so dili-
gently to both support our veterans and en-
sure that our community never forget the sac-
rifices made by those who chose to serve in 
our nation’s military branches. 

Named in honor of local veteran and found-
ing member, Travis Kitchen, VFW Post 778 
has long been a haven of support and 
comradery for Milford area veterans. A veteran 
of the United States Army Air Force, Travis 
Kitchen served with honor during World War 
II, earning the Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal, 
World War II Victory Medal, and the Bronze 
Star. He lost an eye at Iwo Jima and though, 
like so many other veterans, he never really 
spoke of his time in the service, when he re-
turned home he was determined to help his 
brothers in arms. Travis Kitchen was a driving 
force in the building the hall and was one of 
its most dedicated members. Even well into 
his 80’s, he could often be found fixing things 
around the hall. 

All of our nation’s veterans deserve our 
gratitude. They fought to protect the freedom 
and democracy that underlie all that we do. It 
is easy to take our fundamental freedoms for 
granted, but we must never forget that the lib-
erties we enjoy were hard-won and not com-
monplace in the world. My father was a vet-
eran, and his memory always reminds me of 
the debt owed to the men and women who 
have served our country. Upon their return 
from service, many of our soldiers faced chal-
lenges re-entering the workforce, accessing 
the benefits they were entitled to, and ensur-
ing that their needs were addressed by the 
government. 

Just as in other VFW Posts across our na-
tion, the VFW Post 778 and their members 

continue to ensure that those who have 
served in America’s armed forces receive the 
benefits and support they so richly deserve. In 
addition, they bring so much more to our com-
munity through the variety of civic service their 
members participate in on our behalf. In es-
tablishing Post 778 and working so diligently, 
their membership has made all the difference 
in the lives of many. It has become an invalu-
able resource to veterans in the community. 

Perhaps more importantly, VFW Posts 
brought together those who shared a common 
bond—those who gave so much of them-
selves to protect and defend our great nation. 
Today, as they celebrate their 75th anniver-
sary, the Travis Kitchen Post 778 can be 
proud of all of the good work they have done. 
It is my honor to stand today to extend my 
deepest thanks and appreciation to the leader-
ship and members, past and present who 
have ensured VFW Post 778 has and con-
tinues to serve our community as well as my 
heartfelt congratulations on this very special 
milestone. As we say in Italian ‘‘C’ent Anni,’’ to 
another hundred years. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF THOMAS 
H. BIRDSONG III 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the life of Thomas H. Birdsong III, a 
dear and devoted husband, father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather—as well as an accom-
plished native son of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia—whom we lost on August 20, 2021, 
at the age of 94. 

Born and raised in Suffolk, Virginia, Mr. 
Birdsong was a member of America’s Greatest 
Generation—an only child who heard and 
heeded the call to serve from an early age, 
joining the United States Navy during World 
War II. It was a call he would continue to an-
swer following the war, a committed servant of 
both his country and his Commonwealth 
throughout his life. 

A 1949 graduate of Randolph-Macon Col-
lege in Ashland, Virginia—and a recipient of 
numerous accolades from the College in the 
decades since, including an Honorary Doctor 
of Law degree—Mr. Birdsong would go on to 
serve two terms on the College’s distinguished 
Board of Trustees, including a term as vice 
chairman. In addition to funding a variety of 
improvements to the campus itself, Mr. 
Birdsong’s generosity made it possible for sev-
eral students to attend the College and there-
after call it their own. Further still, Mr. 
Birdsong has helped ensure the College’s fu-
ture through his establishment of a charitable 
unitrust that has become part of the College’s 
endowment. 

Mr. Birdsong’s philanthropy stemmed from 
his great professional success, rooted quite lit-
erally in his beloved home state. Over the 
course of a successful, 72-year career with 
Suffolk-based Birdsong Peanuts, Mr. Birdsong 
was inducted into the Peanut Hall of Fame by 
the American Peanut Council in 2000 for his 
‘‘Outstanding Contributions’’ to the peanut in-
dustry. He was continuing to serve as the 
company’s chairman upon his death. As a 
businessman, Mr. Birdsong was a noted con-

servationist, patron of the arts, and a trusted 
and well-regarded corporate leader, whose 
many contributions to American commerce in-
cluded time spent on the Advisory Council for 
the United States Secretary of Agriculture. 

Please join me in honoring the life of Thom-
as H. Birdsong Ill, a Virginian whose legacy of 
servant leadership lives on in the hearts of all 
of us grateful for the noble and timeless exam-
ple he set. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN COM-
MENDATION FOR FIRST SER-
GEANT GENE DAVENPORT 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the service of First Ser-
geant Gene Davenport, U.S. Army, Retired, 
and recognize him for the Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation. His resume tells the 
story of one unafraid to do whatever it takes 
to support his fellow man. 

1SG Davenport dedicated 20 years of his 
life to defending our country, which included 
two tours in Vietnam. In recognition of these 
unselfish efforts throughout his career, he re-
ceived numerous military honors, including a 
Bronze Star, a Vietnamese Gallantry Cross 
with Palm, 5 Army Commendation Medal, and 
6 Good Conduct Medals. His support of our 
country’s interests abroad serves as a clear 
testament to his dedication to our great nation. 

1SG Davenport has been a stellar and com-
mitted volunteer in every one of his commu-
nities following his active-duty service. He’s 
given his considerable talents and energies to 
a broad array of organizations and causes, 
ranging from officiating high school football 
games, volunteering at local hospitals, and 
mentoring tomorrow’s leaders, to supporting 
his fellow warriors in the Marine Corps League 
and the Leander VFW Post 10427 where he’s 
worked tirelessly to support veterans in need. 

I join 1SG Davenport’s friends and family in 
celebrating his selfless service to both his 
community and nation. He is a worthy recipi-
ent of a Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PENN-MONT 
ACADEMY 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Penn-Mont Academy in 
Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, as they celebrate 
their 60th year providing a Montessori edu-
cation to the students of our community. 

Penn-Mont Academy was founded in 1961 
by Aline and Gerald Wolf, who founded the 
school in their home with a vision to create 
one of the first Montessori institutions in the 
United States. 

Over the past 60 years, the school has 
worked to provide a creative and insightful 
education that molds independent and lifelong 
learners. 
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This school is important to my family and 

me; my wife, Dr. Alice Plummer Joyce, was 
one of school’s first graduates. 

I am incredibly grateful for the outstanding 
work that Penn-Mont Academy does in our 
community. From the Wolf’s front porch to 
their current home in Hollidaysburg, the Penn- 
Mont Academy has offered generations of stu-
dents the foundation they need to succeed. 

The school’s commitment to educating the 
children of Blair County is exceptional, and I 
look forward to their continued work to support 
and inspire our future leaders. 

On behalf of the people of Pennsylvania’s 
13th Congressional District, I congratulate the 
students, staff, and administration of Penn- 
Mont Academy on reaching this historic mile-
stone and wish them every continued success 
in the years to come. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARK B. 
MILLER 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I ask that the House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring the life of 
Mark Miller, who passed away on Friday, Sep-
tember 24, 2021. He will be remembered as a 
leader and activist for public education. 

For decades, Mark has been a great force 
for positive change in the Philadelphia region. 
Most notably, through his vigorous advocacy 
for students, teachers, and public schools. He 
has inspired many to fight for quality, equitable 
and free education. 

He served on the Centennial School District 
School Board and was a Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association leader. Outside of his work 
on public education, he was also the commis-
sioner and official for the Pennsylvania Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association, overseeing 
programs in soccer, basketball, and softball. 

He was a leader in our community and will 
be greatly missed. I ask that all of my col-
leagues in the House join me in celebrating 
Mark’s life, as well as his legacy of public and 
community service. 

f 

UNDERSTANDABLE MATH 
REVEALS CRISIS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I was grateful to receive from the ap-
preciated historian Greg Shorey of Hilton 
Head Island, South Carolina, the following 
message . . . 

TO: SERIOUSLY CONCERNED PATRI-
OTS—IT IS IMPORTANT we all understand 
how this proposed Budget Bill could seri-
ously affect us! The details destroy our free-
doms & brings our uncontrolled debt to $30 
TRILLION! 

As with MOST in Congress, most voters 
won’t take time to comprehend the dev-
astating affects this $3.5 TRILLION—2500 
page budget bill the socialist Democrats are 
trying to shove down our throats! This is an 

excellent way to understand the math af-
fects—BUT the greater DISASTER will be 
the death of our free enterprise system & our 
Constitutional Republic! 

This cuts through all the political 
doublespeak we get. Politicians ‘new math.’ 

It puts it into a much better perspective. 
Lesson No. 1: 
U.S. Tax revenue: $2,170,000,000,000 
Fed budget: $3,820,000,000,000 
New debt: $1,650,000,000,000 
National debt: $19,271,000,000,000 
Recent budget cuts: $38,500,000,000 
Let’s now remove 8 zeros and pretend it’s 

OUR household budget: 
Annual family income: $21,700 
Money the family spent: $38,000 
New debt on the credit card: $16,500 
Outstanding balance on the credit card: 

$192,710 
Total budget cuts so far: $385 
Got it?? 
Lesson No. 2: 
Here’s another way to look at the Debt Ceil-

ing: 
Let’s say, you come home from work and 

find there has been a sewer backup in your 
neighborhood . . . and you home has sewage 
all the way up to your ceilings. What do you 
think you should do? Raise the ceilings, or 
pump out the sewage? 

In conclusion, God Bless our troops, who 
successfully protected America for 20 years, 
as the Global War on Terrorism continues 
moving from Afghanistan to our neighbor-
hoods. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL VETERAN COM-
MENDATION FOR SERGEANT 
MAJOR RODNEY WAYNE GIL-
CHRIST 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
am honored to present Sergeant Major Rod-
ney Wayne Gilchrist, U.S. Army, Retired with 
a Congressional Veteran Commendation. 
SGM Gilchrist embodies the true meaning of 
selflessness, which is evident through his 
service and commitment to our nation as well 
as his community. 

SGM Gilchrist first began his service in 
1986. During this time, he completed a mul-
titude of tasks that have displayed his alle-
giance to our nation. His profound leadership 
skills are indicated by roles during his service 
such as the Advanced Noncommissioned Offi-
cers Course Small Group Leader for his Mili-
tary Occupational Specialty. This position 
speaks to the innate craftsmanship of his lead-
ership skills, as he mentored and trained 175 
Senior Noncommissioned Officers to a ninety- 
nine percent graduation rate. 

SGM Gilchrist closed out 24 years of mili-
tary service in 2010 but continued to con-
tribute his time to the people of his commu-
nity. His devotion is exhibited in countless 
ways, but one of the most notable acts to his 
community is his creation of the Liberty Chris-
tian Center of Killeen. As pastor, he has guid-
ed this center to be of service to community 
members of Killeen, giving free haircuts, cloth-
ing, and meals to any person in need. As a 

man of deep faith, SGM Gilchrist’s commit-
ment to investing his talents, and abilities to 
improve his community is a deeply held creed 
that speaks to the generosity and activism of 
a truly devoted public servant. 

I proudly join SGM Rodney Wayne Gil-
christ’s’ family, friends, and colleagues in sa-
luting his selfless service to the military and 
Texas. His work has made a real and lasting 
difference in the lives of his fellow citizens. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ESTELLE 
S. PRYOR 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of a re-
markable servant, Ms. Estelle S. Pryor. 

Ms. Estelle S. Pryor was born May 8, 1929, 
to the late Charlie Smith and Lattie Howard 
Smith in Bourbon, MS. She was the sixth of 
eight children. 

She was previously married to the late Peter 
Griggs, Jr. and the late Bennie Pryor. 

Ms. Pryor received her elementary edu-
cation in the Leland School District, her sec-
ondary education and High School diploma 
from Coleman Junior and Senior High School, 
in Greenville, MS. She went on to receive a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Childhood Ele-
mentary Education and Child Education Devel-
opment from Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity. Next, she received a CP Nurse Certificate 
from Homer G. Phillip Hospital School in St. 
Louis, MO in 1949. She also attended Deluxe 
Beauty College where she received a Cosme-
tology License in 1961, and studied Data 
Processing and Business at Moorhead Junior 
College. 

Ms. Pryor was the first African American fe-
male hired in the Washington County Court-
house as a Deputy Circuit Clerk, where she 
was later promoted to the position of Chief 
Deputy Clerk. When she was later elected as 
the Washington County Circuit Clerk, she be-
came the first African American female elected 
to public office in Washington County since re-
construction. She held that position until her 
retirement in 1995, having been in office for 
over thirty years. 

Ms. Pryor lived an exemplary life. Her hon-
ors, memberships, associations, achieve-
ments, and prestigious awards, too numerous 
to name, span over nearly seven decades. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life of Ms. Estelle S. Pryor. 

f 

COMMENDING MEMORIAL ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL FOR BLUE RIBBON 
AWARD 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Memorial Elementary School 
on its designation as a 2021 National Blue 
Ribbon School. Principal Philip Schappler, 
teachers, board members, and staff at this 
school have made a lasting impact on the 
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